
The Basilica of Saint Mary

Sunday, June 1, 2025

Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord



INTRODUCTORY RITES

Viri Galilaei, * quid admiramini aspicientes in caelum? alleluia: 
quemadmodum vidistis eum ascendentem in caelum, 

 ita veniet, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Omnes gentes plaudite manibus: iubilate Deo in voce exsultationis.

Men of Galilee, why are you gazing in astonishment at the sky?  
Alleluia, just as you have seen him ascend into heaven,  

so, in like manner, he shall return,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

All nations, clap your hands; shout unto God with a voice of joy.

                            -Act 1:11; Psalm 46 (47)

Introit

Prelude

 5:00; 7:30; 9:30 L’Ascension 
Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992)  

  I.  Majesté du Christ demandant sa gloire à son père.
          (“Majesty of Christ praying that his Father should glorify him.”)

      IV. Prière du Christ montant vers son père.
 (“Prayer of Christ ascending toward his Father.”)
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Processional Hymn Hail the Day �at Sees Him Rise

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788. 
Tune: LLANFAIR, 77 77 with alleluias; Robert Williams, 1781-1821. Public Domain.
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Gloria 

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  

O God, almighty Father.  Refrain

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.  Refrain

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father.  Final Refrain

Collect

Penitential Act

Greeting

Text: The Roman Missal, © ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music: Mass in Honor of Mary, Mother of God; Donald Krubsack, © 2010, Liturgical Press.  

All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-704048.
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LITURGY OF THE WORD

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11

In the �rst book, �eophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus did and taught until the day he 
was taken up, a�er giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 
had chosen. He presented himself alive to them by many proofs a�er he had su�ered, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While 
meeting with the them, he enjoined them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 
“the promise of the Father about which you have heard me speak; for John baptized with 
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

When they had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He answered them, “It is not for you to know the times 
or seasons that the Father has established by his own authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, 
as they were looking on, he was li�ed up, and a cloud took him from their sight. While 
they were looking intently at the sky as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in white 
garments stood beside them. �ey said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there 
looking at the sky? �is Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in 
the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.”

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition, © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, 
 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved.  

No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner.
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Cantor / Choir: Assembly:

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm (Noon; 5:30) Psalm 47

Text: English translation of the Psalm Response from the Lectionary for Mass,© 1969, 1981, 1997 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.

Tune: Marty Haugen, © 2021, GIA Publications, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-704048.
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All you peoples, clap your hands, shout to God with cries of gladness, 
For the Lord, the Most High, the awesome, is the great king over all the earth.  Refrain

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; the Lord, amid trumpet blasts. 
Sing praise to God, sing praise; sing praise to our king, sing praise.  Refrain

For king of all the earth is God; sing hymns of praise. 
God reigns over the nations, God sits upon his holy throne.  Refrain

Text: Psalm 47, New American Bible, excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition, © 2001, 
1998, 1986, 1970, Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, D.C. Used with permission. All rights reserved.

Music: Peter Latona, 2012. Used with the permission of the composer.

Responsorial Psalm (5:00; 7:30; 9:30) Psalm 47

          
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy;

         
a blare of trum pets for the Lord.-

All you people, clap your hands, and shout to God with joy, 
for the awesome Lord now rules the earth.  Refrain

For the Lord ascends the throne; the trumpet sounds with joy! 
Come and join the song of praise to God.  Refrain

Let us now acclaim our God as ruler of the world! 
Let the nations know God’s reign is here.  Refrain
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A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians 1:17-23

Brothers and sisters: 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation resulting in knowledge of him. May the eyes of your hearts 
be enlightened, that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call, what are 
the riches of glory in his inheritance among the holy ones, and what is the surpassing 
greatness of his power for us who believe, in accord with the exercise of his great might, 
which he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and seating him at his right hand 
in the heavens, far above every principality, authority, power, and dominion, and every 
name that is named not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things 
beneath his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of the one who �lls all things in every way.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition, © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, 
 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved.  

No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

Gospel Acclamation (Please stand as you are able.)

Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; 
I am with you always, until the end of the world.

     -Matthew 28:19a, 20b

Setting: Mass in Honor of Mary, Mother of God; Donald Krubsack, b.1964, © 2010, Liturgical Press.
All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-704048.
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The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

& 

 c .œ jœ œ œ
Al le lu ia,

œ œ œ ˙
al le lu ia,

œ œ œ œ
al le lu

w
ia.- - - - - - - - -

& 

 .œ jœ œ œ
Al le lu ia,

œ œ œ ˙
al le lu ia,

œ œ œ œ
al le lu

w
ia.- - - - - - - - -



8

Nicene Creed

I 
believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with 
the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was cruci�ed under Pontius 
Pilate, he su�ered death and was buried, and 
rose again on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored 
and glori�ed, who has spoken through the 
prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
Church. I confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen.

Homily (Please be seated.)

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 24:46-53

Jesus said to his disciples: “�us it is written that the Christ would su�er and rise from 
the dead on the third day and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be 
preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of 
these things. And behold I am sending the promise of my Father upon you; but stay in 
the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

�en he led them out as far as Bethany, raised his hands, and blessed them. As he blessed 
them he parted from them and was taken up to heaven. �ey did him homage and then 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and they were continually in the temple praising 
God.

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical edition, © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, 
 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved.  

No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

�e Gospel Acclamation is repeated a�er the Gospel.
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Collection of Our Financial Stewardship

Intercessions

 ( Please respond at the bidding of the cantor.)

Setting: Byzantine Chant. Public Domain.

Preparation of the Altar & the Gifts
  (Please stand at the bidding of the priest.)

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Meditation

5:00; 7:30 Dominica infra Octave Ascensionis: O�ertoire
 Charles Tournemire (1870-1939) 

from L’Orgue Mystique, Suite No. 24

“Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at the sky? �is Jesus 
 who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in the same way 
 as you have seen him going into heaven.”
       –Acts 1:11
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9:30 At the Name of Jesus
 Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
 �e Basilica Cathedral Choir

At the Name of Jesus  
Every knee shall bow,  

Every tongue confess him  
King of glory now; 

‘Tis the Father’s pleasure  
We should call him Lord, 
Who from the beginning  

Was the mighty Word.

Humbled for a season,  
To receive a name 

From the lips of sinners  
Unto whom he came, 
Faithfully he bore it  
Spotless to the last, 

Brought it back victorious  
When from death he passed:

Bore it up triumphant  
With its human light, 

�rough all ranks of creatures,  
To the central height, 

To the throne of God-head, 
To the Father’s breast; 
Filled it with the glory  

Of that perfect rest.

Name him, brothers, name him,  
With love as strong as death, 

But with awe and wonder,  
And with bated breath; 
He is God the Saviour,  
He is Christ the Lord, 
Ever to be worshipped,  
Trusted, and adored.

In your hearts enthrone him; 
�ere let him subdue 
All that is not holy, 
All that is not true; 

Crown him as your captain 
In temptation’s hour; 

Let his will enfold you 
In its light and power.
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Eucharistic Prayer 

Priest:        �e Lord be with you.
Assembly:        And with your spirit.
Priest:         Li� up your hearts.
Assembly:        We li
 them up to the Lord.
Priest:        Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Assembly:        It is right and just.

Prayer over the Offerings

Priest:  Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacri�ce and yours 
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.

Assembly: May the Lord accept the sacri�ce at your hands 
 for the praise and glory of his name, 

for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

Noon Plaudite Omnis Terra 
 Victor C. Johnson (b.1978) 

Mundus & Juventus

5:30 Give Us Your Peace
 Michael Mahler

Benedicamus Domino. Deo dicamus gratias. 
Alelluia!

(Clap your hands, all the earth, alleluia! 
Let us bless the Lord. Let us give thanks to God.)

Oh, clap your hands all people of the earth. 
Li� up your voice with joyful songs of praise. 

Let the rivers clap their hands! 
Let the mountains clap their hands!

*�e part in parenthesis is translation, the part not in parenthesis is actual sung english text. 

�e piece goes back and forth between Latin and English.
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  Preface Acclamation

Please kneel as you are able.

Text: The Roman Missal © ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music: Mass in Honor of Mary, Mother of God; Donald Krubsack © 2010, Liturgical Press.  

All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-704048.
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Text: Communion Antiphon for the Rite of Ordination. 
Music: © 2017, Peter Latona. Winning composition of the 2016 propers composition contest sponsored by the 

Conference of Roman Catholic Cathedral Musicians (CRCCM). All rights reserved. Used with the permission of the composer.

Communion Procession Go Into All the World

COMMUNION RITE
The Lord’s Prayer (Please stand as you are able.)

Greeting of Peace

The Breaking of the Bread

(Please kneel as you are able.)

Text: The Roman Missal © ICEL. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Music: Mass in Honor of Mary, Mother of God; Donald Krubsack © 2010, Liturgical Press.  

All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-704048.

Invitation to Communion 

 Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, behold him  
  who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those
   called to the supper of the Lamb.
Assembly: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,  
  but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.
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Meditation

5:30 One Sacri�ce of Christ
 Rick Modlin

Prayer after Communion  (Please stand as you are able.)

9:30 Coelos Ascendit Hodie
 Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
 �e Basilica Cathedral Choir

Noon El Cielo Canta Alegría
 Pablo Sosa (1933-2020) 

arr. Roger Bergs 
Mundus & Juventus

Coelos ascendit hodie, 
Jesus Christus Rex gloriae, Alleluia. 

Sedet ad Patris dexteram,
Gubernat coelum et terram. Alleluia.

Jam �nem habent omnia
Patris Davidis carmina.

Jam Dominus cum Domino, Alleuia.
Sedet in Dei solio:

In hoc triumpho maximo, Alleluia.
Benedicamus Domino.

Laudatur Sancta Trinitas,
Deo dicamus gratias,

Alleluia! Amen.

Today into the heavens has ascended
Jesus Christ, the King of glory, Alleluia! 
He sits at the Father’s right hand
and rules heaven and earth, Alleluia!
Now have been ful�lled all of 
Father David’s songs,
Now God is with God, Alleluia!
He sits upon the royal throne of God,
in this his greatest trumph, Alleluia!
Let us bless the Lord:
Let the Holy trinity be praised,
let us give thanks to the Lord,
Allelulia! Amen. 

El cielo canta alegría! ¡Aleluya!
Porque en tu vida  

y la mía brilla la gloria de Dios.
/¡Aleluya! ¡Aleluya!

¡El cielo canta alegría! ¡Aleluya!
Porque a tu vida  

y la mía las une el amor de Dios.
¡Aleluya! ¡Aleluya!

¡El cielo canta alegría! ¡Aleluya!
Porque tu vida y la mía 

proclamarán al Señor. ¡Aleluya! ¡Aleluya!

Heaven is singing for joy, alleluia!
For in your life and in mine  
is shining the glory of God.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Heaven is singing for joy, alleluia!
For your life and mine  
unite in the love of our God.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Heaven is singing for joy, alleluia!
For your life and mine 
will always bear witness to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
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Text: Hymnum canamus gloriae; Vernerable Bede, 673-735; tr. by Benjamin Webb, 1819-1885, �e Hymnal Noted, 1854, alt.
Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, LM with alleluia; Geistliche Kirchengesänge, Cologne, 1623. 

All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-704048.

CONCLUDING RITES
Blessing and Sending

Recessional Hymn (5:00; 7:30; 9:30) A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
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Postlude

5:00; 7:30; 9:30 Toccata, Op. 12
 Fernando Germani (1906-1998)



Recessional Hymn (Noon; 5:30) Go Forth In Peace

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, © 1997 by Sister of St. Benedict. Published by World Library Publications. 
Tune: Lori True, © 2010 by GIA Publications, Inc. 

All rights reserved. Used with permission under OneLicense.net A-704048.
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