Guest Musician Principles, Policies, and Procedures

Welcome and Introduction

The staff of The Basilica of Saint Mary welcomes you as a guest musician for an
upcoming liturgy. Because we celebrate hundreds of liturgies each year, we have
developed this set of Principles, Policies, and Procedures for guest musicians at The
Basilica. Our reason for this is to ensure that all liturgies be of the best theological,
liturgical, and artistic quality.

Musician Requirements

At all liturgies, a Basilica organist/pianist and cantor are required. This guarantees that
the liturgy will go smoothly because the celebrant, cantor, organist/pianist are trained in
the Catholic liturgy as it is celebrated at The Basilica and are accustomed to working with
each other. Performing in The Basilica is very different than other churches. Our music
ministers are experienced with the specific demands of the space.

Guest Musicians
Any musician not a part of The Basilica’s staff or regular musicians’ roster must seek and
be given approval to perform in The Basilica.

Appropriate Music

Music must be liturgically appropriate. Popular songs and secular music are not
appropriate during the liturgy. All music must be approved in advance by Basilica
liturgy staff for any liturgy. Once the music has been approved, if The Basilica organist
or pianist is to accompany the guest musician, it is the responsibility of the guest
musician to supply the music in a timely manner to the organist or pianist. The Wedding
Music Playlist (through MyBasilica) is available as a resource. No recorded music is
allowed in The Basilica.

Sound and Lighting Technicians

Our sound technicians are familiar with building acoustics and the sound system. One is
assigned to each liturgy. They understand how to insure the best sound through
microphone and musician placement. Any special needs in terms of the sound or lighting



system must be discussed with a staff member in a timely manner so that arrangements
can be made in due time. No one, except for The Basilica staff, is to operate the sound or
lighting system.

Rehearsal Times

Due to the number of liturgies celebrated on The Basilica campus, we are not always able
to accommodate additional rehearsal times. The scheduled rehearsal time is one hour
prior to the liturgy.

Specific Information for Guest Musicians
Guest Choirs:
Choirs performing in our Missa Choralis series on Saturday evenings receive
detailed information from the Basilica Organist and Director of Cathedral
Concerts prior to their performance. Choirs performing at other liturgies are
given detailed information from the Director of Music or Coordinator of
Contemporary and World Music.

Guest Organists and Pianists:

Guest organists will need to be approved by the Basilica Organist and will

receive detailed information on the use of The Basilica organ. If the Basilica
Organist is available for weddings and funerals, but an outside organist (non-staff)
is requested, the Basilica Organist is entitled to a “bench fee” for that service.
This fee is $350.00, made payable to the Basilica Organist. (Professional
standard set forth by the American Guild of Organists.) Guest pianists will need
to be approved by the Coordinator of Contemporary and World Music.

Guest Funeral Musicians:

Guest musicians that are part of a Basilica funeral must follow the guidelines
stated above and submit any music selections for approval to the Director of
Liturgy.

Guest Wedding Musicians:

Guest musicians that are part of a Basilica wedding must follow the guidelines
stated above and submit any music selections for approval to the Wedding Liturgy
Planner.

Conclusion

If all of this seems prescriptive, remember that The Basilica of Saint Mary, as the co-
cathedral of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, is held to high standards and
is expected to celebrate liturgies of the highest quality.

Samuel Holmberg, Basilica Organist and Director of Cathedral Concerts, 612-317-3505
(Wedding/Funerals/Missa Choralis/Summer Soloist Series/Cathedral Concert Series)
Patrick Schneider, Director of Music, 612-317-3426 (guest choirs/musicians)
Mackenzie Kloempken, Coordinator of Contemporary and World Music, 612-317-3507
(guest choirs, musicians and pianists)



