
19  

The Sacrament of Marriage 
Although the following selections are by no means all–inclusive, 
any other music must be approved by the wedding planner. Please 
note that the items identified with • are not used in The Celebration 
of the Sacrament of Marriage outside of the Eucharist. The only 
appropriate times for solos or choir-only songs are as a Prelude, at 
the Preparation of the Gifts, or at Communion. 

 

Prelude 
 Concerto in F, Op. 4 No. 5                George Frideric Handel 

 Prelude from Suite in D                George Frideric Handel 

 Sonata in D                   Henry Purcell 

 Trumpet Prelude                Johann Helmich Roman 

 Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring                Johann Sebastian Bach 

 Jupiter from The Planets     Gustav Holst 

 Prelude to the ‘Te Deum’           Marc-Antoine Charpentier 

 Aria          Flor Peeters 

 Arioso                   Johann Sebastian Bach 

 Air from Water Music                George Frideric Handel 

 Prelude on ‘Rhosymedre’             Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 Moments Unrehearsed (piano only)        Lorie Line 

 

 Opening Rites  
Processional 

 Trumpet Tune in D                                                   David N. Johnson 

 Trumpet Voluntary              Jeremiah Clarke 

 Trumpet Voluntary     John Stanley 

 Trumpet Tune in D                        Henry Purcell 

 Bridal March          C. Hubert H. Parry 

 Canon in D             Johann Pachelbel 

 Hymn to Joy after Beethoven (piano only)  Jeanne Cotter 
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Gathering Hymn (if desired) 

The gathering hymn is always sung by the entire assembly, never 
as a solo by the cantor. 

 

 May the Grace of Christ Our Savior     STUTTGART 
   

May the grace of Christ our Savior And the Father’s boundless love  
With the Holy Spirit’s favor, Rest upon us from above. 
 

Thus may we abide in union With each other and the Lord, 
And possess, in sweet communion, Joys which earth cannot afford. 
 

 Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling       HYFRYDOL 
   
Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 
Fix in us your humble dwelling, All your faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, source of all compassion, Love unbounded, love all pure; 
Visit us with your salvation, Let your love in us endure. 
 
Come, Almighty, to deliver, Let us all your life receive;  
Suddenly return and never, nevermore your temples leave. 
You we would be always blessing, Serve you as your hosts above, 
Pray, and praise you without ceasing, Glory in your precious love. 
 
Finish then your new creation, Pure and spotless, gracious Lord. 
Let us see your great salvation Perfectly in you restored. 
Changed from glory into glory, Till in heav’n we take our place, 
Till we sing before the Almighty, Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

 God, in the Planning                SLANE 
   
God, in the planning and purpose of life,  
Hallowed the union of husband and wife: 
This we embody where love is displayed, 
Rings are presented and promises made. 
 
Jesus was found, at a similar feast, 
Taking the roles of both waiter and priest, 
Turning created things into divine, 
Tears into laughter and water to wine. 
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Therefore we pray that his spirit preside 
Over the wedding of bridegroom and bride, 
Helping them share what is tender and true, 
Lighting with love all the dream of and do. 
 
Praise then the Maker, the Spirit, the Son, 
Source of the love through which two are made one. 
God’s is the glory, the goodness, and grace 
Seen in this marriage and known in this place. 

 

 God of Love and Joy and Laughter  
 HYMN TO JOY 

   
God of love and joy and laughter, Calling us to fruitful days. 
May we be the echoes after Church and people sing your praise. 
Your love calls our love to being, Grows, surrounds, up-builds and 
holds, 
Clears our eyes for keenly seeing All the world your love enfolds. 
 
When we join in celebration, Grateful for abundant gifts, 
Send again that revelation Of your grace that heals all rifts. 
Grant us love that’s deeper, stronger, As the days turn into years, 
Wisdom fuller, patience longer Faith and hope through joy and tears. 
 
Now we ask your benediction—Blessing, challenge, all in one. 
Calm our stress, but use its friction That, through us, your will be done. 
Keep our hope as fresh as morning. Keep our zeal warm as the sun. 
Keep our joy, as spring aborning Cheers the hearts of everyone. 

 

 God Who Created Hearts to Love   LAAST UNS ERFREUEN 
   
God, who created hearts to love,  
Show’ring all blessings from above, Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Give these who come to you with praise, Peace, love and laughter  
all their days. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Jesus at Cana gave a sign, 
Turning the water into wine: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Sign that continues as he said Love, living, risen from the dead. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Spirit of God, be at their side: 
Wisdom and comfort, guardian, guide. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Make of their hearts a resting place; In ev’ry trial, gentle grace. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Sing, friends and fam’ly gathered here, 
Voices in witness ringing clear; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Here is the mystery begun: Woman and man becoming one. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Let’s Praise the Creator           KREMSER 

   

Let’s praise the Creator, who gave us each other 
In friendship and kinship to celebrate life. 
Let’s sing our delight in this man and this woman, 
The promise of joy as a husband and wife. 
 
The love that we wish them, the love that we pray for 
Is stronger than storms and more gentle than breath, 
Endures ev’ry trouble, is selfless and faithful, 
More precious than life and more lasting than death. 
 
In vows that are honored, in kissing and blessing 
May happiness shine like the gold of a ring. 
In passionate joy and compassionate caring 
May theirs be the gifts that true loving can bring. 
 

*Gloria 
 Mass in Honor of Mary           Krubsack 
 

The Gloria will be sung after the procession during Wedding 
Masses. It is always sung by the entire assembly, never as a solo 
by the cantor. 

Opening Prayer (Collect) 
 

 Liturgy of the Word  
At The Basilica of Saint Mary we use the New American Bible: 
Revised Edition, as prescribed by the United States Conference of 
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Catholic Bishops. 

First Reading 
The first reading is taken from the Hebrew Scriptures. This reading 
is obligatory and should be proclaimed by a lector of your choice. 
You will receive Readings for the Rite of Marriage to assist you in 
your selection of readings for your wedding. Please remember 
that the readings should be selected as a reflection of your faith, 
relationship, and your new life together. Please be reflective in 
your choices. It is not acceptable to replace this or any of the 
readings with secular prose or poetry. 

Responsorial Psalm 
The Responsorial Psalm is a psalm of your choice, sung, alternating, 
between cantor and assembly. The psalm is selected based on 
textual preference. We encourage you to choose the psalm which 
best speaks to your hopes and dreams for your Christian marriage.  
It is not appropriate to replace the Psalm with a solo or a hymn.  
 

 #33 The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord            Carroll 

 #34 Taste and see the goodness of the Lord           Luckner 

 #103 The Lord is kind and merciful           Willcock 

 #112 Happy are those who do what the Lord commands     Krisman 

 #128 O Blessed are those who fear the Lord           Gelineau 

 #145 The Lord is compassionate toward all his works            Carroll 

 #148 Let all praise the name of the Lord         Batastini 

 
Second Reading 
This reading is taken from the Acts of the Apostles or the Apostolic 
Letters. This reading is highly recommended, yet optional. It should 
be proclaimed by a second lector of your choice. Again, Scripture 
Readings for the Rite of Marriage will help you in selecting your 
readings. 

Gospel Acclamation 
The Gospel Acclamation is sung by the cantor and the entire 
assembly. This is one of the parts of the liturgy that is always sung 
by the congregation. The Gospel Acclamation will be repeated 
after the Gospel. 
 

 Mass in Honor of Mary           Krubsack 
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Gospel 
Either a priest or deacon will proclaim the Gospel. Consult 
Scripture Readings for the Rite of Marriage to select a Gospel 
Reading for your wedding. 

Homily 

 Sacrament of Marriage  
Examination of the Intentions of the Candidates 

Exchange of the Vows and Rings 
At this time the entire wedding party comes forward into the 
Sanctuary. The couple will recite their wedding vows with the 
priest or deacon using a wireless microphone. It is not necessary 
to memorize the wedding vows. Writing one’s own vows is not 
permitted. 

Intercessions (Prayer of the Faithful) 
We pray for our own needs and the needs of the whole world. 
Please remember that intercessions are petitions, not prayers of 
thanksgiving. A third reader is chosen to read the intercessions. 
Sample intercessions are found in Scripture Readings for the Rite of 
Marriage. Please submit a final copy of the intercessions to be read 
at your wedding to the wedding liturgy planner one month prior 
to your wedding date. 

 

 Liturgy of the Eucharist  
• Preparation of the Altar and the Gifts 
During the Preparation of the Altar and the Gifts, gift bearers of 
your choice (two to four individuals suggested) will bring the bread 
and wine to the altar. This is a good time for an instrumental piece 
or for the singing either of a solo or of a song by the assembly, led 
by the cantor/soloist: 
 

 O God of Love (solo)            Gerre Hancock, arr. Paul Bouman 

 A Nuptial Blessing (solo)                Richard Proulx 

 The Call (solo)              Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 Panis Angelicus (solo)        César Franck or Camille Saint-Saëns 

 Ave Maria (solo)    Bach/Gounod, Schubert, or Saint-Saëns 
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 Wedding Hymn (solo)                George Frideric Handel 

 The Gift of Love (solo)              arr. Hal Hopson 

 Thy Perfect Love (solo)                  John Rutter 

 

• Eucharistic Prayer 
The Acclamations to the Eucharistic Prayer (Holy, Holy, 
Memorial Acclamation, and Great Amen) are led by the cantor 
who leads the entire assembly in song. 

 

 Mass in Honor of Mary           Krubsack 
 

The Lord's Prayer 
The Lord's Prayer may either be said or sung (plainsong). It is very 
important that provision be made for the entire assembly to be able 
to pray the Lord's Prayer. It is not appropriate to have a soloist sing 
this prayer. 

• The Sign of Peace 
The couple is invited to greet one another and their parents with a 
sign of Christ's peace. Care should be taken that the Sign of Peace 
does not become a semi-reception line. Due to its brevity, no 
music is to be chosen for the exchange of peace. The organist 
may improvise briefly making the bridge between the Sign of 
Peace and the Breaking of the Bread. 

• The Breaking of the Bread 
During this time the cantor and the assembly sing the Lamb of 
God. You will need to select at least three individuals to act as 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion who assist with the 
distribution of communion. The Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion are encouraged to attend the wedding rehearsal. 
 

 Mass in Honor of Mary           Krubsack 
 

• Communion Procession 
During this time an appropriate psalm or song ought to be sung. 
 

 God Is Love       Richard Proulx or A. Gregory Murray 

 Ubi Caritas                 Chant or Taizé 

 My Peace (Psalm 89)     Christopher Willcock 
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 The Hand of the Lord Feeds Us (Psalm 145)          Donald Krubsack 

 As the Bread of Life Is Broken (THAXTED)   Gustav Holst 

 Bread of Life, Cup of Blessing            Michel Guimont 

 Any solo found under the Preparation of the Altar and the Gifts 
 

• Prayer after Communion 

 Closing Rites  
Closing Hymn (if desired) 

The closing hymn is always sung by the entire assembly, never as 
a solo by the cantor. Please see the suggestions on pgs. 18-20. 

Blessing and Dismissal  

The couple is announced to the guests for the first time as 
husband and wife. 

Recessional 
The wedding party processes out, followed by the guests. It is 
suggested that two pieces of music be selected for the recessional. 
 

 The Rejoicing (from The Royal Fireworks)   George Frideric Handel 

 Allegro Maestoso (from Water Music)          George Frideric Handel 

 Voluntary in C                   Henry Purcell 

 Rondeau         Jean-Joseph Mouret 

 Toccata (from Symphony No. 5)                       Charles-Marie Widor 

 Recessional                                                                  William Mathias 

 Festive Trumpet Tune                                                    David German 

 Fanfare             Jacques Lemmens 

 Trumpet March                                                                Geoffrey Bush 

 The Heavens Declare the Glory of God            Benedetto Marcello 
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